Learning to Bloom: Plan, Monitor, and Evaluate Worksheet
	Creating the Plan and Current Issues Project (Signature Assignment) Topic Proposal

	Title of the Assignment:
	Rhetorical Analysis Essay  

	Assignment Due Date:
	

	What am I supposed to do for the Current Issues Project (Signature Assignment)? 
What are the assignment instructions asking me to do to complete this project?
(Remember to review the assignment instructions to help you figure this out.)

	I am supposed to:
1. Choose one among the assigned articles
2. Preview the chosen article, and then read and annotate it.
3. Analyze the argument being made in the article
4. Analyze and explain how the author’s argument is put together
5. Identify the rhetorical situation using  components such as : the communicator, he issue at hand, the purpose, the medium of delivery  and the intended audience
6. Identify how the writer tries to establish the rhetorical appeals of ethos, pathos, and logos throughout the article.
7. Write a full rhetorical analysis essay over the article I choose.


	Which topic will you choose for your argumentative research paper? Which claim type will you choose? Is the claim type different from that of your group members? Why did you choose this claim type?

	I will choose the article “Cash Aid Could Solve Poverty — But There's A Catch” that supports the claim that cash aid can help alleviate poverty. I choose this claim since poverty is a social issue that affects many people worldwide.


	Why did you select these topics? 
What stands out to you about these topics?

	The article I will choose supports the claim that cash aid can help alleviate poverty. I choose this claim since poverty is a social issue that affects many people worldwide. To help end such problems, research and shedding light into them is essential. The article chosen gives solutions to the issue effectively and that is why I picked it.


	What specific steps do you need to take to complete the Current Issues Project (Signature Assignment)? 
(I.e. “Step 1, I will do…”)

	Step 1. I will download and read the article
Step 2. I will collect useful points and insights from the article. 
Step 3. I will look at the instructions and use the information I have read from the article to write a rhetorical analysis essay
Step 4. I will re-read my article to ensure it has no grammatical errors
Step 5. I will submit my paper


	What SLOs or Core Objectives does this project align with?
(Remember to review the assignment instructions to help you figure this out.)
Based on these SLOs and COs, what do you think you are supposed to learn from this project?
What learning, new ideas, or improved skills might you gain from this project?

	The project is supposed to help me learn how to apply metacognitive skills in planning for an assignment. I am also supposed to learn how to develop self- responsibility by connecting choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making. The assignment is meant to equip me with critical thinking skills like creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information.  Lastly, the assignment is meant to sharpen my communication skills like effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication.


	Create an “assignment schedule”: 
When will you complete the assignment? What is your timeline for getting this assignment done? What “checkpoints” will you give yourself (i.e. “I will reach the halfway point by ______ day”)?

	I plan on completing this assignment in seven days. The first three days are meant for research, reading and understanding the instructions, and reading the article I will use in the assignment. I will then start working on the assignment by doing the introduction and the first part of the body on the fourth day.
 On the fifth day, I will work on completing the second half of the body and the conclusion. This will leave me with enough time to review my paper and make corrections on the sixth day. The last day will be for peer reviewing the essay before I can submit it.


	Think about your situation outside of school. 
What elements of your life might make it difficult to complete this assignment? 
 (For example: work and school schedules, family demands, childcare, health, etc.) 
What is your plan to overcome these challenges and still complete your assignment on time? Explain what you’ll do to make sure this assignment is completed.

	The main situation that can Make it difficult for me to finish the assignment on schedule is family demands. I still have to do house chores and engage in family functions even with the assignment. Distractions from television and the internet may also make it difficult for me to concentrate on finishing the assignment on schedule. 


	Think about your existing knowledge.
What do you know about topics you selected already, without researching? 

	The topic I selected is on poverty. I know that it has been a worldwide social problem for a long time. I also know that various countries and organizations have put in place various measures in an attempt to alleviate poverty. Poverty is most common in developing countries than in developed ones.


	Think about missing knowledge.
What are some things you do NOT know for sure about the topics you selected? What kinds of resources will you need to research to successfully complete this project?

	I do not know what developing countries are doing to stop poverty in their countries. Additionally, I do not know the poverty rate around the world right now and whether it is increasing or decreasing. I need to conduct research on poverty in general, why it is a social problem and whether or not its end is visible


	Finally, list at least five keywords (search terms that you can put into Google Scholar, the UT-RGV library, etc.) to conduct your research.

	· Poverty
· Poverty alleviation
· Poverty statistics
· Cash aid in Zambia
· Vision 2030 on poverty


Stop here to complete the Planning section. Later, you will complete the Monitoring section below. ↓


	Monitoring the Plan

	Title of the Assignment:
	Rhetorical Analysis Essay

	Assignment Due Date:
	

	Type of Assignment You Are Working On: 
(i.e. Essays, Analyses, etc.)
	Essay

	Look back at your planning. What step of the plan are you currently at? What progress have you made in completing this project so far? Are you keeping up with the timeline/schedule you created? Why or why not?

	I have finished reading the assigned article. The points I collected while reading the article have been helpful in providing insight for writing the rhetorical analysis essay. I also finished writing the rhetorical analysis essay and re-read it. Finally, I have submitted my completed paper for grading. Currently, I am waiting for the test results as I discuss the essay questions with my peers.


	What strategies have you used to help complete parts of the project so far? 
(Strategies are things like active reading, looking up vocabulary, asking for help, researching [and what kind of research you have done], explaining the concepts to others, flashcards for new concepts, coming with examples, etc.)

	The main strategy that I used was active reading of the assigned article.  I also looked up new vocabulary and conducted research on the background and experience of the author. Lastly, I looked up other articles by the same author to help me create an argument about the author in my essay.


	Find the comments given to you by your peer review partner. What advice did they have for you? What things will you change and revise in your project based on the feedback you have received? What changes do you personally want to make to the project to improve it?

	Personally, I would like to make the essay more understandable by replacing the hard words with simpler alternatives. 


	What have you learned from the project so far? 
What new ideas, new concepts, or improved skills are you gaining from this project? 
(If you are not learning what you expected, discuss what you might do differently before finishing the project to learn more.)

	I have learnt that developing countries have started working on reducing poverty without the help from developed countries. This is evident in countries like Zambia that have developed strategies which are helpful in eradicating poverty in their countries; without depending solely on foreign aid. On writing, I have learnt that it is important to write a draft before writing a final paper. Though I had not included a draft in the planning section, I had to write a draft in order to arrange my ideas and essay points in a tidy way and to avoid errors in writing.


	Look back to SLOs and Core Objectives covered by this project. In your work for this project so far, how have you addressed or shown each SLO/Core Objective in your work?

	Examples:
	“In order to show Critical Thinking in my notes, I identified multiple examples of literary devices and…”
“To address SLO 1 in my essay, I just wrote a paragraph describing the writing style of the literature…”

	The assignment helped me develop self-responsibility. I now understand that all my actions have consequences. I wrote the essay carefully knowing that I would be responsible for any feedback or grades I get.
From the assignment, I have learnt how to think critically. For instance, I was able to think creatively to come up with points and concepts for the rhetorical analysis essay. 

The assignment has also helped me build my communication skills. I was able to effectively express my ideas in writing using the right vocabulary and writing style. I was also able to effectively communicate with my peers on the essay and the areas that needed review.




Stop here to complete the Monitoring section. Later, you will complete the Evaluating section below. ↓


	Evaluating the Plan

	Title of the Assignment:
	Rhetorical Analysis Essay

	Assignment Due Date:
	

	Type of Assignment You Are Evaluating: 
(i.e. Essays, Analyses, etc.)
	Essay

	Look back at your plan. Did you complete all the steps of the project and your plan? Are you satisfied with your progress on completing this project? Why or why not? 

	I completed all the steps of the project as planned. However, I feel that the issue covered in the rhetorical analysis needed a wider research. The rhetorical analysis only covered on article, which may not express the issue of poverty alleviation exhaustively. I am satisfied that I completed the project within the scheduled time. I am also glad that I got to tackle a topic that is engaging, which simplified the entire writing process.



	What strategies did you use to ultimately help you complete the project? 
Which strategies worked best for you and how did they help you? 
(Strategies are things like active reading, looking up vocabulary, asking for help, researching, explaining the concepts to others, flashcards for new concepts, coming with examples, etc.)

	The main strategy that helped me complete the project was active reading. I had to read and reread the article several times before writing a rhetorical analysis essay on it. I looked up new vocabulary in the dictionary and then reread the article while incorporating the new meanings to understand it better. This strategy worked best for me as I wrote the rhetorical analysis after reading and fully understanding the article. Another strategy I used was looking up the internet for other articles written by the same author to familiarize with her style of writing and compare them to the article I was analyzing.




	What did you learn from completing the whole project? 
What new ideas, new concepts or improved skills did you get out of this project? 
(If you did not learn what you expected, discuss what you’ll do differently in the future to learn more.)

	First, I learnt that planning makes writing easy. Unlike just writing without a plan, planning guides a person on what to do and how to do it. I also learned that by following a writing plan, the assignment get completed on time, leaving room to review and ask friends to review the completed work. Another useful insight I learned is that each time I read the same article, something new captures my attention. This means that I normally lose a lot by reading articles once. 



	Compare the rough drafts of your project to the final drafts of your project. What are the improvements? What did you revise, strengthen, and improve in your final drafts? What grade would you give your final drafts? Do you believe you turned in your best work?

	My draft was a rough sketch with hanging points and disorganized information. My final draft put together the points into paragraphs and organized the information logically. My final draft also incorporated more details unlike the rough draft. I strengthened the argument points in the final draft by adding more detailed information and relevant citations. My final draft was also improved by adding references that were absent in the rough draft. I would give my final draft an A because I believe I submitted my best work.


	Look back to SLOs and Core Objectives covered by this project. In your final, completed project, how did you address or show each SLO/Core Objective in your work? 
Do you think you addressed each SLO and Core Objective at an “Exemplary” (Excellent) level? Why or why not?

	Examples:
	“In order to show Critical Thinking in my essay, I identified multiple examples of …”
“To address SLO 1 in my essay, I wrote a paragraph describing …”

	[bookmark: _GoBack]First, I applied metacognitive skills in the planning for my assignment by structuring a valid plan to act as a roadmap to my assignment. I was also able to link my choices in the plan with consequences in the monitoring and evaluation phase. I showed critical thinking in my assignment by synthesizing information, conducting inquiries and analysis. After finishing my project, I reread and referred it to my friends to help eliminate any grammatical errors in the paper. I addressed the SLOs in the way I felt was best to my abilities, which to me is exemplary. This is because I put in all my effort in ensuring that the SLOs are all achieved.
 

	Look back at your “assignment schedule.”
Did you complete the project on time? Were you able to keep up with the schedule/checkpoints you created for yourself? Why or why not?
If you did not keep up with your schedule, what will you do differently in the future to make it possible to stick to your schedule?

	I managed to finish my assignment as earlier planned. The checkpoints were, however, hard to reach. This is attributed to the fact that I had to work on the assignment from home. This exposed me to various distractions like occasional stopping to do house, that prevented me from reaching the checkpoints on time. I was able to work extra rime to ensure that the completion of the project is done within the planned time-frame.



	Think back over your original plan and your attempts to follow it. Was your plan effective? Did it help you get the assignment done and learn? What were the strengths and weaknesses of your plan?

	My plan was to complete the assignment within seven days. Though the plan was effective, it did not include ways on how to deal with distractions. While working through the assignment, I faced various distractions from family, friends and television. However, I had to develop a plan on how to deal with the distractions effectively until I finished my assignment.  The original plan also lacked recovery plans in case one or few of the plans failed. Fortunately, the plan did not witness any failures.




	We will Plan, Monitor, and Evaluate for future assignments too. What will you do the same and what will you do differently when developing plans for future assignments in this class?

	Since allocation of time frame for completion of the assignment in the plan worked this time, I will employ the same strategy in future plans. I will also work on improving my future assignment plans to incorporate solutions to any anticipated problems during the assignment period. 



	



